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Advanced Studies 
 The core curricular 
experience is modified, 
adapted, or 
supplemented as 
necessary…rather than 
more of the same. 



Facilitating Connections 
Between Ideas 
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Advanced Studies Curricula 
Components 

1. Academic Rigor 

2. Advanced Content 

3. Elevated Expected Outcomes 

4. Layered Approach 



1. Advanced Content 



Levels of Understanding 
 Students differ in 
their levels of 
understanding 
 of any content, or  
 proficiency in any  
 skill. 



2. Academic Rigor 



Grading MUST be About 
Learning 



Producers NOT Consumers 



3.  Elevated Student Outcomes 



A Necessary Combination 
1.  Flexible grouping 
2.  Differentiated instructional and 

curricular strategies 

3. High, yet realistic 
expectations 

 



4.  Layered Approach 



Advanced Studies Curricula 

 Think about layers of 
learning rather than 
separate curricula for 
gifted learners. 



Advanced Studies Curricula 



Advanced Studies Curriculum Layers 

  Extensions 

Supplemental 
Programs of Study 

Acceleration 

Core Academics 

Enrichment 

Modified, 
Adapted, or 
Supplemental 
Curricula 



Extensions 



Base 10 Extensions 



Contract Extensions 



Imagery in Fables 



Extension Activities 



Independent Extensions 



Enrichment 



Problem Solving 



Challenge Problems 



Adapt, Modify, & 
Supplement Curricula 



Depth & Complexity 



Independent Study 



Higher-Level Instruction 
Socratic Discussion   Problem-Solving Strategies 



Project-Based Learning 



Problem-Based Learning 



Supplemental Programs 



William and Mary LA 
Curriculum 



Hands-On Equations 



The Problem Solver 



Caesar’s English 


